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Fall fohage bnngs Lake George's vivid past to life

STORY & PHOTOS BY DON KLEIN

TOURING LAKE GEORGE, N.Y., IS LIKE GOING
D on a history-class field trip. Reminders of its past
are everywhere. The region’s records go back to the

mid-1600s, when the lake, then called Lac du Saint-Sacre-
ment, played an important role in fur trading with England
and France. During the Seven Years War |1 756-63), the 32-
mile-long lake—renamed after King George 11 by the British
in 1755—became a military asset with three forts. The once-
peaceful region was now the venue for gruesome conflicts.

Eventually, evervone made nice, and by the late 1800s,
the seeds ot tounsm had been sown. Logeing was the main
industry, but there were |and still are) enough trees o make
the region a natural wonderland, especially when the foliage
is at its peak. But the lake makes this place special, and as
access became easier, vacationers began coming in droves.

They still do, and that's another reason fall is the perfect
time to tour the Lake George region. You'll probably find
the water too cold for swimming or waterskiing, but fall
is the ideal season for pleasure boating, fishing, hiking
biking and golt. And, of course, driving. If scrambling up
Prospect Mountain doesn't get you pumped, you're probably

reading the wrong magazine
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THE LAKE GEORGE
REGION

Located n north-central
Mew York State and not far
from Vermont, the Grealer
Lake George reguion includes
the southem Adirondacks,
Lake George, Queensbury/
Glens Falls and the northem
Saratoga areas. We recom-
mend concentrating on the
lake's southwestem shore.
Before you go, check out
wiww visdtlakegeonge.com,

WHERE TO STAY

The Sagamore

Wi INEEANAMOnS.COm

* What kind of expenence do
you wanl? if you wanl 1o go
high-end, Lake George is homa
to the Sagamore, one of the
firvast lake resors i the United
States, With a history extending
more than 100 years, the majes-
tic Sagamore is located on its
own iland and has been com-
pletely refurbished. It has a day
spa, a choice of restaurants and
activites ranging from tennis
and golf to kayaking and fishing.

Lincoln Log Colony

www incolnlogoolony.com

» On the other end of the spec-
trum, Lake Geonge has a nurm-
ber of rustic cabin "colonies”
evacatve of the 19505, Ona
we recommend, the Lincoln
Log Colony, has been in opera-
tion since 1948, The modest
cabins are old-timey but clean.
Places like this are hard 1o find
these days.

O'Connor's Family Resort
mﬁu.mnnnnrﬁﬂnnagm JCOIm
¥ Along the same ines is
O'Connor's Family Resort,

which has two dozen classic

lakeside Adirondack coltages
nestlied among the pnes.

Throw i & 195656 DaSalo

Firgflite sadan, and you have
the perfect classic posicand

WHERE TO EAT

» The Lake George Chamber of
Commerce lists more than 300
restaurants. We didn’t try them

all, but we did like the following.

Breakfast

Bolton Beans

(518) 644-3313

¥ This funky little diner is about
the size of a Chevrolet Subur-
ban, so get there early. Park
yourself at the counter, enjoy the
excellent coffee, and order the
*Adirondack Hungry Person®

with eggs over easy.

Lunch

Son of a Sailor

wwrw sonofasalor
bolionlanding.com

¥ Try the beer-battered

Sode At atumoff on Veterans Memarial
Highway, you'll find a great wew of
Lake George, Drop the top on the
Audi AB 1o anjoy fully.

crawhsh-lad meat followed by

a build-a-burger and fned green
lomatoes, all served up hot and
lasty on the sunny deck.

Dinner

Expensive: Sagamonre

Wit TS agamone. com

* If you're staywng at the
Sagamore and want a side
order of pw-droppng fokage
wiew with your prosciutio-crust-
ad white prassms, prme nb and
Micheke Chiarlo Baroko, simply
head for the mam dinng room.

Moderate: Log Jam

wwnw Joquamrestaurant.com

» Some might remember the
Seneca Lodge in Watlons Glen,
where eweryone would gather
giter the races. Youll bnd a
simalar kog-cabn wibe hesne, wath
steaks, chops, lobster and other
man food on the menw

Bargain: Docksider
wanw glenlakedockssder.com
¥ Hungry for some kocal

flavor? This place shoukd do the
irick. Leave your titanium Black
Card n the Bugatti Veyron

WHERE TO GOLF

Top of the World
www_topoftheworid
goliresort.com

» Given the spectacular wews,
the real chabenge here i keep-

ing your eye on the ball

WHERE TO DRIVE
Prospect Mountain

www. visitiakegeonge com

» For a small fee, you can drive
the: Nondschlede. For a small
fee, you can drve Prospect
Mountain Veterans Memonal
Highway. Concidence? We
think nol. Pack your (GoFro

WHERE TO DIVE
Rich Morin's Pro
Scuba Center

WAW NCHmOonms
proscubacenters.com

r Remambaer thosa forts we
mentioned 7 Some of thee
foundations are still there, and
this & tha unh,' wiary o see tham.

Operates all year,

UP, UP AND AWAY

Sun Kiss Ballooning

whww sunkissballooning.com

¥ Pibot-ownier Todd Monahan
prowvides an interesting narrative
as you float above the hills. Try
to book the sunset flight. This is
definitely worth doing.

CAR-GUY ATTRACTION
Saratoga Automobile
Museum

wwaw saralogaautomuseum.org
¥ i's not technically in Lake
George, but it's a great excuse
o take a back-road side tnp
(Routes 9/32/39). The musaum
offers a great combination of
permanent and rotating displays
ard an actve calendar of excel
lent events. Tell 'em Autoweek
sent you.




